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PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY 
“* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 


GHRUITUOVS 
On Saturday Night’s Performance, March 24th, 1827, 
The Heart of Mid-Lothian. 


Tue Heart of Mid-Lothian is a Dramatic Romance, extracted from 
Sir Walter Scott's “ Tales of my Landlord,” it was first presented 
toa London audience at the Surry Theatre, and such was the in- 
terest it excited, throuh the admirable acting of Mrs Egerton, in 
the character of Mad.:e Wildfire,that it had a run of near Three 
Hundred Nights; for ourselves, as far as we had an cored 
of judging, nothing could have been more vilely acted than this 
piece cn Saturday night at our Theatre. The characters were in 
the first place badly cast, and as fo the Scotch dialect attempted 
by the various performers, it was the most barbarous jargon we 
ever heard. The Laird of Dumbeidikes should have been acted 
by Mr Sherwin instead of Mr Baker, for he is the only gentleman 
we know in the company, who pronounces the language correctly. 
The Jeannie Deans of Miss Williams was a respectable perform- 
ance, and so was the Margery Murdockson of Mrs Watkinson, but 
it is impossible in doing justice, to find praise for any other cha- 
racter. Mrs Brudenell was completely eclipsed by the memory of 
Mrs Shepherd as Madge. The whole Drama was as dull and in- 
sipid as possible ; the audience, however, were made amends, end 
Rat ey good humour by the excellent acting in the Melo-Drama 
ol the 








WOGUNMPALY BODBBAB. 

This interesting Italian Romance was produced here for the first 
time ; it was originally got up at Finch’s Pantheon, by Kinlock’s 
party, about four years ago. The Medley Overture by Mr. Muel- 
er, was a fine performance, and received, as it deserved, the war- 
mest applause, The combat between Mr. Halls and Mr. Harrison 
at the opening of the 2nd act, was bravely sustained—the combat 
of eight, was a medley of confusion; but continued practice with 
the broad sword is indispensible to produce a grand effect. Mrs 
Balls as the Dumb Orphan Juliette, was affectingly interesting, 
and went through her task with great precision. 
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’ ya Editor snseatodiay following 2g tag re a Friend A J no ont aoe 
edges an enclosure o f. ‘ with the wishes of the party 
as to how it was pb be spplied 3. but the Editor thinks the justest way is to 


appropriate it to the PennyPostages, which our correspondents continually tax us 
with the payment. The Editor inserts this letter more freely, as he thinks it a valu. 
able and true statement as regards Miss Lawrence, who is formed by nature to be 
admired and beloved, ae itt 1a las 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Sir,—In your publication of yesterday, one of 
your correspondents makes the ihecing taquiry :—Is Miss Law- 
rence discharged? tf so—why? This is a question so constantly 
repeated, and has excited so much astonishment, that I am happy 
in the opportunity of replying to it through the medium of your 
very interesting work. On this young Lady's first appearance at 
our Theatre, if the audience were dazzled by her beauty, the dis- 
play of her professional abilities gave, also, decided and univer. 
sal satisfaction ;—yet in a few short weeks, it was intimated to 
her by the Manager, that her “ age and experience ” were not suf- 
ficient to enable her to sustain some particular characters which 
she would be required to a rt L have been imformed, that 
Miss Lawrence made her Theatrical debut at Drury Lane The- 
atre, in the part of ‘Juliet, which she performed three successive 
nighis, with considerable eclat ; if, therefore, she has stood the 
ordeal of a London Public, it would he hard indeed if she could 
not please the taste of our Norwich critics—but tt is not so—she 
has pleased them,- and the,sapient judges in this case, have been 
behind the curtain only! 

Why does not Mrs Brudenell play those particular characters 
which tt is said Miss Lawrence cannot look, by such parts.F pre- 
sume, are meant * Lady Macbeth, the Queen in Hamlet, §c.”— 
there would be. many—many characters still left, which no Lady 
in the company could either act or look so well as Miss Lawrence, 
and allow me to hint to the Manager, that youthful beauly, virtue, 
and talent, are powerful qualifications, and cannot be met with 
every day—when to these are added the manners of an accom- 
plished gentlewomanz-the stage possessed of such attributes, be- 
comes an ornament ta saciety, and we gladly take our wives and 
daughters, that they may deriveimprovement, as well as pleasure. 

ermit me to conclude by asking if thereis any person, who hav- 
tng once-séen Miss Lawrence, can hear of her quitting us without 
feelings of regret? Trusting that we shall yet see this bright lumi- 
nary again aint on the boards of qur Theatre, 


I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
* A Friend to Justice.’ 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


ee Mr Enrror,—Permit a real lover of the Drama,ja decided friend, 
and constant subscriber to your excellent publication, to make a few observations on 
the letter of X.Y. Z. I do not wish to be rude or personal, a difference of opinion, 
between one man and another may exist, without any feelings of animosity.. Your 
* Observer,’ Mr Editor, is conducted upon the most liberal rinciples, and deserves 
‘the support which it has already met wi and if { could 

ou 


fancy ear able to 
* criti the critic or critique, from me freqnently, without pre- 
tending to jbe an humble individual ! « Panl Pry’s well. written Letter, does shew a 
partiality for Mr G. Smith, but that partiality te to certain characters, 
and if X. Y. Z. had read both letters from ‘ Paul Pry,’ his“ ations might have 
been spared.—Dear gensitive soul! what fine feelings he must possess to be on the 
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« rack * so soon! if Mr G. Smith's shoulkt be so acute as'those of X. Y. Z. 
he onght never to play again, to‘ * the: ves of such exquisite sensibility! ? 


» Now do compare Mr Editor. Y¥ Z. on the Bebool of Reform,” 


, ,’ ; ot 
alias hear him ‘ cri critic” |!— why should Mr G. Smith tortare ‘the feel- 
ings of those who pay their money for admission, by his appearing in such char 
ters as ‘ .,eorge’ in the Miller’s Maid,’ or Frederic in the ‘ School of Reform.’ Your 
Critique on Thursday night says, ‘ The last scene at the close of the 4th act, betwee 
Frederic (Mr G Smith.) and Lord Avondale, (Mr Arlan) was a very creditable piece 
of acting, and as correct in the dialogue as well could be,—when critics di 
who shail decide ? !—X. ¥. Z. goes on to say, Nature never intended Mr G. Smith 
tor an Actor,’’ as much as na/ure ever intended him for a Critic! ! * Interestingly’ 
applied to Mr J. Vining! this is mighty fine, permit me to say, such soft 
would be better confined to an interesting female / I rely open your candour, Mr. 
Editor, to insert this letter,—do not for one moment suppose I write as the friend of 
Mr G Smith, for I am comparatively unknown to him, but ill-natured satire, (with 
your permission) shall always have a reply in the ‘Theatrical Observer,’ 


From Yours’, gc. 
* VINDICATOR,’ 





CRITIQUE 
On Monday Night's Performance, March 26th, 1827, 
THE SHEPHERD OF DERWENT VALE. 
The Guerilla Chief, and the Miller and his Mem, 


Tue house this evening was very thinly attended-until the third 
act.—The new piece called the“ Guerilla Chief,” was brought out 
two seasons ago at the ay Opera ; it is a meagre 7 
duction without any thing in the shape of plot—its high sounding 
title was the oceasion of a full house when first performed in Lon- 
don, as the public were led to the conjecture of its being a Drama 
pawreeovn e patriotic display of Spanish heroism in the war of 
Independence—but it asight as well have been called‘ Lover's 
Vows” as any thing else, a repetition of it we hope not to see. 
We regret to have to record a serious accident that befell Mr 
Arlan, in the Melo-Drama of the Miller and his Men ; whilst‘in 
the act of bringing Claudine (Miss Williams) down the ladder 
into the cavern, his foot slipped and he fell with great violence on 
the stage; happily the lady sustained but little injury. The gal- 
lantry of this gentleman saved her, at the expense of severe injury 
to himself, We do not expect that he will be able to resume his 
Jabours before Monday. Ma hia 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Sir,—From perusing your last number of the © Observer,” Fam 
induced to trouble = with these remarks upon the letter of the learned * Scruta- 
tor’ * Yea, a second Daniel ! anupright jadge, a learned judge! ’ therefore in the 
first place, (from the tenorof his letter,) 1 am induced to ask you this question, are 
you acritic? If you are, | am surprised at your admitting into your paper, ‘ re, 
and at-other times: unpol criticisms (if such they can be termed) “ Besides, 
look at his learned motto: “ you are nothing if not critical.” Now were I the Editor 
of this valuable work, (and I may term it so without flattery,) I should consider my- 
self greatly insulted 3 this pedant of a ! yet, poor soul, be has, by his con- 
tradictory writing, voured to criticise the critic! In the next place. he does 
not wish to re in the Manager’s business—yet, in his P. 8. he ignorantly and 
inquisitively. asks:-- ‘ Is Miss Lawrence discharged? if so—why? ‘Thus after 
insulting and requiring you to do his work, he smooths you down with fulsome lan- 
gua "hoping you will for the future give us your own judicious remarks upon the 
a ciramicha; atthe avn, and the test of your correspondents cannot be depended 
on fortrath! therefore I ma Sree. the learned or of the jadlge Soret tver P 

au epistle of lies ! the meaning of this I hope will 
of Scrutator.’ : ae eto! 


Tremaia, Sir, youre ae A 
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ere has slevady apes very just Sens. te ae Hformets now 
on our boards ; therefore is but little foom, for 9 descant, general upob their 
merits or demerits. ’ ae bes ad 
There is, however, one in particular, to whom I would wish to direct my subject, 
I allude to Miss Phillips, whom I saw on Saturday evening as Lucy Bertram in Gay 
Mannering ; this, perhaps, comparativély speaking, is of the easiest characters 
8 


she could possibly have appeared in ; but as it is she fotally fuiled in approaching 
aig tke mediocrity, ad ag r mt 
"It appears it is a want of attention and ¥opineness of which she do not choose to 
divest herself—finding she is treated wit ty, surely it world not be teo creata 
task to sometimes perfect herself in the dialogue, her inanimation, then, perhaps 
would not be so fiable to produce upon the‘ audience an open comitenance.’ 

These remarks may appear severe, (but when, Mr Editor, you consider that how- 
ever little the part this lady has to repeat, it is never done without some omission ) 
I think you will say as I do, that-a ‘smooth plaster will not always effect a cure.’ 

I trust thus mach will have the desired effect,— will therefore subscribe myself, 


Your most Obedient, 
_ Norwich, March 6th, 1827. A Constant Reader. 





On ’ La. March 27th, 1827, will be performed a Comedy,called 


PAUL PRY. 


Paul Pry, Mr Sherwin—Colonel Hardy, Mr Wharton) 
Witherton, Mr Smith—Harry Stanley, Mr Balls 
Frank Hardy, Mr G. Smith— -Somers, Mr Wilkinson 
Stanley, Mr Hamerton—Grasp, Mr Beacham 
Doubledot, Mr Harrison—Simon, Mr Nicholls. 


Eliza Miss Willliams—Marian, Mrs Balls 
Mrs Subtle, Mrs Watkinson—-Pheebe, (with songs), Mrs Hannam 





END OF THE PLAY, 


A» Comic Song, by Mr. Baker. 


To conclude with the Historical Drama, of 


GUY FAWKES; 


Or, Gunpowder Plot, 
King James the First, Mr Sherwin—Ear lisbury, Mr Wharton 
arl of Suffolk, Mr Williamson—Lo onteagle, Mr Balls 
Sir Tristram Collywobble, Mr Baker-Ger y Mr Nicholls. 
Lady Alice, Miss Williams-Eleanor Mrs Brudenell 
Dame Margaret Mrs Hamerton, 


To Correspondents.—We have received a letter signed Eliza, 
whieh will shenily be inserted.—F rederica posse merit, but it’s 
ossible to insertall, in that case, we must considerably increase 

‘|, the size of our Observer—X. Y. Z; 








ter in our next. 
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_ + Prited by P, Cranefield, Bethel-Street, Norwich. 
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